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Named Opportunities

Museum Lead Donor     $7,500,000 

The new museum will be the high-profile hub of the 
organization and the headquarters from which it reaches 
out across the country. The new facility will allow the 
organization to realize fully its role as a national museum. 

The new museum’s architecture has been envisioned with, 
and for, its community, and the facility will be a leader in 
21st century sustainable design. The new home for this 
world-class collection will be as innovative as the canoe 
itself, and will play a key role in the stewardship of this 
national cultural asset. First and foremost, the new museum 
will meet curatorial and conservation standards, and be a 
suitable long-term home for the collection. 

The Exhibit Hall     $5,000,000

Inspired by the world’s largest collection of canoes, kayaks 
and paddled watercraft, the Exhibit Hall will offer an array of 
one-of-a-kind visitor experiences. Within the approximately 
20,000 square-foot hall, with its soaring 23-foot-high 
ceilings, there will be up to ten exhibitions featuring 
watercraft and small artifacts. The hall will be adjacent to 
the Collection Centre, with sightlines that offer a glimpse 
into the unique space that will store the remainder of the 
collection. The museum has partnered with world-class 
exhibition design firm GSM Project to ensure that the 
collection is not only exhibited, but experienced, by all 
those who visit the new museum at the water’s edge. This 
will be Category A curatorial standard space. 

Collection Centre     $2,500,000

The collection’s more than 600 watercraft range from 
the great dugouts of the First Nations of the Pacific 
Northwest, to the singular bark canoes of the Beothuk 
of Newfoundland; and from the skin-on-frame kayaks of 
northern peoples from Baffin Island in the east, to the 
Mackenzie River Delta in the northwest, to the all-wood 
and canvas-covered craft manufactured by companies 
with names like Herald, Peterborough, Chestnut, Lakefield 
and Canadian. The Collection Centre is an approximately 
28,000 square-foot space adjacent to the Exhibit Hall, 
which will store more than 500 watercraft and thousands 
of small artifacts. This unique space, with its soaring 
shelving system, will ensure that the complete collection 
is located and cared for on site. The Collection Centre will 
be accessible as part of the visitor experience. This will be 
Category A curatorial standard space.

Galleria     $2,500,000

Spanning the length of the building, the Galleria will be 
an active, light-filled space that will welcome all visitors to 
the museum. With its 23-foot-high ceiling, the Galleria is 
flanked by a continuous window wall, offering views of the 
Trent-Severn Waterway and the Peterborough Lift Lock. This 
will be the main corridor of the museum and a free space 
that will be abuzz with activity. Here, there will be a café, 
gift shop, and sightlines into the museum’s other signature 
spaces. Art installations will adorn the walls of the Galleria, 
further creating an inviting gathering space. Visitors will 
now have a place to rest and refuel after skating on the 
canal, a place to connect over a cup of coffee, and a place 
to see artisans at work.

CHOSEN

The Canadian Canoe Museum is grateful for 
donations and contributions at all levels.  
The Inspiring Canada – By Canoe Campaign 
offers a limited number of Named Opportunities. 
The following document provides details 
and descriptions of these offerings for your 
consideration. 



Featured Exhibit Space     $1,500,000 

This space will serve as a venue for featured and travelling 
exhibits on display for six months to one year. These 
exhibits will be more experimental in nature and will be 
easily accessible without having to navigate through the 
Exhibit Hall. 

Green Roof      $1,200,000     

The 1.5-acre green rooftop of the museum will blend 
almost seamlessly into its landscape. An extension of the 
museum’s programmatic space, the green roof will emerge 
from the drumlin in an organic form of its own. Albeit 
expansive, the roof will be as integrated in its appearance 
as the building itself, serving to complement and contour 
the waterway. An integral part of the building’s visionary 
design, the roof will act as the canvas for the creation of 
community-inspired spaces. 

Event Centre     $1,000,000

With soaring ceilings, sweeping views of the grounds and 
the Trent-Severn Waterway and access to terraces, this 
stunning area will be the museum’s primary event space. 
It will be a sought-after rental space for community events, 
conferences, and weddings. The Event Centre will be 
unique to Peterborough and the region for its size and its 
functionality and is expected to draw from both near and 
far. The room will be used as one large space, but will also 
be divisible into two smaller spaces and is adjacent to the 
pre-function space. 

Learning Centre     $1,000,000 
(overall area encompassing three education classrooms) 

A dedicated space for the museum’s award-winning 
educational programming with views to the waterway, the 
Learning Centre will welcome schoolchildren and learners 
of all ages. The Learning Centre will allow the museum to 
open its doors to more students than ever before, and the 
space is modular in its nature. This space will be built for 
hands-on activities like paddle and soapstone carving, and 
will have a kitchen area for bannock baking and cooking. 

In 2013, the Senate declared The Canadian Canoe Museum and its collection a cultural asset 
of national significance – “The Canadian Canoe museum is a truly unique facility showcasing 
our national heritage and the canoe’s enduring significance to that heritage.”

CHOSEN



Preserving Skills     $1,000,000
(overall area)

These active, hands-on areas will house the museum’s 
adult artisan skills workshops. Here, visitors will have the 
opportunity to learn snowshoe weaving, paddle-making, 
beading, fabric arts and much more. The canoe-building 
workshop will be adjacent to  this area as a dedicated 
space for boat building and restoration. Both the Artisan 
Skills and the Canoe Building Workshops are flanked by 
glass walls and are visible to visitors in the Exhibit Hall, as 
well as those in the Galleria.

Main Entrance     $1,000,000

This 1,500 square-foot natural-light-filled space will 
welcome visitors to the museum and offer them their 
first experience with sweeping views to the interior and 
exterior. This space will be the visitor services hub of 
the museum and home to the unique water feature and 
staircase. A viewing portal facing the north will provide 
visitors with the rare opportunity to see the expansive 
Collection Centre from above, while another viewing 
window to the south will offer a look at the entire Exhibit 
Hall. This one-of-a-kind vantage point is striking and unlike 
any other in the museum.

Reception     $1,000,000

The first space that visitors will experience at the museum, 
this reception area will offer sweeping interior and exterior 
views. Here, visitors will be welcomed by a museum staff 
member and have the opportunity to buy their tickets in 
this airy 1,500 square-foot space. As the first impression for 
visitors to the museum, the reception area will offer a warm 
and inviting environment for all guests. This gathering 
space will also house art installations creating a dynamic 
environment for visitors to engage with. 

Water Feature     $1,000,000

Beginning near the main entrance to the museum, the 
Water Feature will flow alongside the cascading staircase 
bringing the natural element of water inside the building. 
As visitors enter the museum, the sound of running 
water will draw them inside and guide them through 
the building. The Water Feature will offer interactive 
experiences, as visitors will have the opportunity to 
purchase small wooden canoes and watch them navigate 
the flowing water. The Water Feature will also be central to 
educational programming. 

Pre-Function Space     $750,000

Adjacent to the Event Room, the Pre-Function Space 
will offer an additional 1,750 square feet of beautifully-
designed space. Featuring a window wall and sweeping 
views, this space will accommodate cocktail receptions 
and silent auctions and add to the capacity and 
functionality of the Event Centre. From this space, there 
will be access to exterior terraces. 



Research and Knowledge Centre     $750,000

The Research and Knowledge Centre will be home to the 
archives and archives workroom.

It is in this Category A space that the museum will properly 
care for a growing collection of rare books, maps and 
archival materials, as well as film, video and recorded 
oral histories. However, guests using this space will also 
appreciate the welcoming environment it offers, providing 
individual study spaces and large work surfaces while 
surrounded by a unique reference library. This space will 
also provide a comfortable environment for the digital 
documentation of new stories.

Exhibit Zones 1 – 5     $500,000 each

Divided into distinct exhibits, each exploring a significant 
theme, the exhibit galleries will display 75-120 of the 
museum’s watercraft collection along with small artifacts, 
interactive hands-on elements and immersive digital 
experiences. Exhibits will have strong curriculum linkages 
providing a dynamic learning space for youth while also 
serving the general public. As a Category A facility, the 
museum will be able to collaborate with other museums 
and significant international collections.

Terrace     $500,000

The Terrace will be a beautiful outdoor green space 
spanning the length of the museum with views to the 
Peterborough Lift Lock and the Trent-Severn Waterway. 
Contouring the serpentine glass wall of the Galleria, the 
Terrace has been designed as an extension of the indoor 
spaces. As spill-over space for the café, here, visitors will 
enjoy a cup of coffee, take part in museum programming 
or simply enjoy the sights. 

Canoe Pavilion     $500,000

Located at the water’s edge, the Canoe Pavilion 
will support the museum in expanding its on-water 
programming. The voyageur canoe tours will depart from 
this unique timber pavilion, which will also be a base for 
outdoor education programs and paddling camps. In the 
winter, the Canoe Pavilion will support activities on the 
waterway, such as skating on the canal. 

Canoe Building Workshop     $500,000

Located in the Artisan Skills space, the Canoe Building 
Workshop is specially-designed for canoe building and 
restoration. Here, visiting canoe builders will share their 
craft and experience with guests who may choose to return 
to monitor progress on these projects. Flanked by a glass 
wall to both the Galleria and the Exhibit Hall, all visitors to 
the museum will be able to watch  and interact with the 
builders at work. 

Artisan Workshop     $500,000

In the Artisan Workshop, visitors to the museum will 
have the opportunity to learn from trained artisans. 
Adjacent to the Canoe Building Workshop, this space 
will accommodate adult artisan workshops in snowshoe 
weaving, paddle-making, beading, fabric arts and much 
more. This space is flanked by a glass wall, so that all 
visitors to the museum will be able to watch the artisans 
at work. 

VIEW FROM THE SOUTH



Staircase     $500,000 

The Staircase is prominently featured at the entrance to the 
museum and will be the central connector between the 
museum entrance and the multitude of activities and spaces 
in the Galleria. With wide steps, and two large landings 
offering comfortable furniture, the Staircase features a truly 
multifunctional design. This dynamic space is punctuated 
by the water feature, which will run alongside. The 
Staircase will be one of the primary gathering spaces in the 
museum. 

Retail Store     $500,000

The Retail Store is a one-of-a-kind shopping experience 
curated by The Canadian Canoe Museum. The Retail Store 
will feature a selection of canoe-themed clothing, artisan 
crafts, jewelry, books and housewares with a special focus 
on local and Canadian made goods. Visitors can access the 
retail store through the Galleria without paying entrance 
admission or access the Retail Store at the end of their 
experience through the Exhibition Hall. 

Boardroom     $250,000

With a full wall of windows, the Boardroom will offer a 
beautiful, bright space for museum meetings. In addition, 
this 20-person boardroom will be available for rent, 
attracting community groups to the museum.

Paddle Wall     $250,000

This stunning 25-foot steel mesh diagonal wall will display 
540 paddles, canoe sails and masts. Located inside the 
Collection Centre, the paddle wall will span from floor
to ceiling.

Millshop     $250,000

In the Mill Shop, a behind-the-scenes area of the museum, 
staff and volunteers will put their own woodworking skills 
into play as they prepare materials for canoe-building 
activities and other hands-on programming. Here kayaks, 
paddles and soapstone carvings will begin to take shape, 
and move on to be moulded by creators in the canoe 
building studio and artisan workshop. This area of the 
museum will attract skilled volunteers who share their 
passion for the art of woodworking.

Collection Centre Region 1 – 5 
$250,000 each 

The collection’s more than 600 watercraft range from 
the great dugouts of the First Nations of the Pacific 
Northwest, to the singular bark canoes of the Beothuk 
of Newfoundland; and from the skin-on-frame kayaks of 
northern peoples from Baffin Island in the east, to the 
Mackenzie River Delta in the northwest, to the all-wood 
and canvas-covered craft manufactured by companies with 
names like Herald, Peterborough, Chestnut, Lakefield and 
Canadian. Organized by these five construction types, the 
museum’s collection will now be available to the public in 
its entirety. 

Currently, less than 20 per cent of the collection is on display 
at the museum. The remainder (more than 500 watercraft 
and thousands of small artifacts and books) is stored in 
40,000 square feet of warehouse space in a building at the 
back of the current site. This space is not accessible to the 
public except through specially arranged guided tours. 

The new facility will incorporate the museum’s current 
collections storage space, making the complete collection 
accessible to the public.



Education Classrooms 1 – 3      $250,000 each

Dedicated spaces for the museum’s award-winning 
educational programming with views to the waterway, the 
classrooms will welcome schoolchildren and learners of all 
ages. The Education Area will allow the museum to open 
its doors to more students than ever before. Each of the 
three classrooms will accommodate 30 learners and can be 
opened up for up to 90. This space will be built for hands-
on activities like paddle and soapstone carving, and will 
have a kitchen area for bannock baking and cooking. 

Archives     $150,000
(within Research & Knowledge Centre) 

Adjacent to the Library and Research Room, this Category 
A curatorial space will safely store and make accessible 
parts of the museum’s one-of-a-kind collection, including its 
rare books and archival collection. The archive will unlock 
an important part of the collection and open new doors to 
learning. 

Archive Workroom     $150,000
(within Knowledge & Research Centre) 

This workroom is located within the Archive, and features 
a dedicated work space for the archivist, researchers and 
the public, upon reservation, to explore the museum’s 
significant archival collection. This Category A curatorial 
space houses a reference book collection and appropriate 
work stations. It will simultaneously allow for both research 
and preservation of the collection. 

Artifact Workshop     $100,000

Designed as a space for both research and preservation of 
the artifacts, the Artifact Workshop is a new addition to the 
museum. This new space will allow a conservator to work 
directly in the museum cleaning, restoring and protecting 
the museum’s remarkable collection. Visitors will be able to 
watch the conservator at work through the glass wall into 
the Collection Centre. 

Small Artifact Storage     $100,000

While visitors will view the large artifacts in the Exhibit Hall 
and Collection Centre, this space will house small artifacts 
associated with canoe culture. Containing a collection 
of objects that range from paddles, sails, canoe making 
tools and models, and even early expedition equipment, 
this space will allow for the preservation of artifacts in a 
Category A curatorial space. Adjacent to the Collection 
Centre, the storage space transitions seamlessly. 

Office/Administration     $100,000 each
(consists of Educator’s Office, Executive Director’s Office, 
Curator’s Office) 

A contemporary office layout, designed to inspire creativity 
and collaboration, will welcome the museum’s forward-
thinking staff team. Standalone offices and pods will be 
complemented by open concept workspaces and meeting 
areas – all flooded by natural light from the large east-facing 
windows.



Design Studio     $100,000

A space for in-house design and printing, the design 
studio will support educational programming, curatorial, 
marketing and exhibition needs. With equipment capable 
of performing all aspects of design, the space will be a 
valuable in-house resource. 

Staff/Volunteer Lounge     $100,000

A space specifically for the museum’s dedicated staff 
and volunteers to gather, the Lounge is adjacent to the 
Administrative area and the Boardroom. With more than 
130 museum volunteers, the Lounge is a much needed 
area. Designed to facilitate informal interaction and a sense 
of wellbeing, this gathering space will have natural light, 
comfortable furniture, a kitchenette and a lunchroom.   

Elevator     $100,000

Creating barrier free accessibility, the Elevator will allow 
access for all visitors to all facets of the museum. Visible 
from the visitor services desk, the Elevator is located in 
the Education Wing hallway and can be accessed from 
the visitor services reception area.

For further information on named opportunities, please contact:

Shirlanne Pawley-Boyd, Director of Philanthropy
(705) 748-9153
shirlanne.pawleyboyd@canoemuseum.ca

Carolyn Hyslop, Executive Director
(705) 748-9153
carolyn.hyslop@canoemuseum.ca
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