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NEWS RELEASE 

 
Distinguished Canadians and local artists create one-of-a-kind paddles to support                                   

The Canadian Canoe Museum’s new casual, camp-inspired fundraising event 
 

14 unique paddles and a Walter Walker cedar-strip canoe up for auction at                                                     
Campfires & Cocktails – May 4 

 
PETERBOROUGH, Friday, April 26, 2019 — Paddles that have been painted, carved and adorned by 
distinguished Canadians and local artists, along with a classic cedar-strip canoe built by the renowned Walter 
Walker, will be part of a live auction at The Canadian Canoe Museum’s Campfires & Cocktails event on May 4. 
 
Dr. Roberta Bondar, Peter Mansbridge and Cynthia Dale, Peer Christensen, and John Climenhage, are among 
those who have created paddles in support of this casual, camp-inspired event. These paddles, along with the 
16-foot classic canoe, which includes a pair of hand-carved cherry paddles, will be auctioned by special guest 
Susan Dunkley.   
 
Campfires & Cocktails will see guests explore the museum’s galleries as they enjoy campfire-inspired cuisine 

prepared by local culinary experts, and cocktails. Meanwhile, the sensational sound of the Dixie Hicks, a local 

country-folk-pop trio featuring Kate Brioux, Melissa Payne and Kate Suhr, will rival only the rush of the 

museum’s waterfall.  

“This truly unique event will have many highlights, not the least of which will be the live auction. Like each of the 

artifacts in the museum’s world-class collection, the one-of-a-kind pieces up for auction carry incredible stories,” 

says Caroline Anderson, Annual Giving Co-ordinator.  

“Each of the individuals who created a paddle did so with great care and consideration and they’re exquisite 

works of art. Dr. Bondar’s paddle features one of her photographs, while Peter Mansbridge and Cynthia Dale 

painted a striking sunset sky. Meanwhile, Tia Cavanagh, a multi-disciplinary Indigenous artist, painted the full 

paddle with a white design on a black background to represent stars in the night sky. We saw so much creativity 

from those we approached and some, like David Hickey and Randall Knott, even decided to do carvings on their 

paddles. The museum is so grateful for these incredible contributions.” 

Paddles were generously created and donated by: Robert Atyeo, Dr. Roberta Bondar, Tia Cavanagh, John 

Climenhage, Peer Christensen, Beth Fisher, Jeannie Guillet, David Hickey, Robyn Jenkins, Jenny Kastner, Randall 

Knott, Peter Mansbridge and Cynthia Dale, Renee O’Connor, and Joe Stable. 

The classic canoe, donated to the museum by supporter and volunteer Nan Campbell, will be featured in the live 
auction, but bids by proxy will also be accepted. (See canoemuseum.ca/campfires-cocktails.) Walter Walker 
worked for the Peterborough Canoe Company for two decades and is remembered as a master in balancing 
quality and efficiency in his trade.  
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Guests will be encouraged to channel their flannel as part of this casual camp-inspired event, hosted by the 
museum and organized by a group of dedicated community volunteers led by Jane Ulrich. Funds raised will 
support educational and public programs offered at the museum.  

Tickets are $75 per person and are available now for this new opportunity to experience the museum’s world-
class collection. They are available on a first-come, first-served basis via canoemuseum.ca/campfires-cocktails. 
 

 

Event Overview: 

• Saturday, May 4, 2019 – 6:30 p.m. 

• The Canadian Canoe Museum – 910 Monaghan Road, Peterborough, Ontario 

• Tickets are $75 per person, which includes campfire-inspired cuisine and a signature cocktail 

• Door Prizes 

• A live auction with paddles painted by distinguished Canadians and local artists 

• All in support of educational and public programs offered at the museum 
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Photos of a selection of paddles are included (From top to bottom, works by Robert Atyeo, Dr. Roberta Bondar, 
Tia Cavanagh, Randall Knott, Robyn Jenkins.), along with one of the Walter Walker cedar-strip canoe. 
 
For further information, please contact: 
Alicia Doris, Director of Communications  
alicia.doris@canoemuseum.ca                                                                                                                                      
(705) 748-9153, ext. 221 
 

https://canoemuseum.ca/campfires-cocktails/?fbclid=IwAR2mtuuB64dtbJKRrAAUkZc9r5Xk-YllNOQUTDX5h3RxFVOKLlh3Ap8r28c

